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ROMA, TEXAS - MAY 05: A migrant family sits after being processed on May 05, 2022 in Roma, Texas.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott's "Lone Star Operation" directed approximately 10,000 members of the National
Guard to assist law enforcement with patrol and border apprehensions. The operation is expected to
receive another $500 million to further secure the southern border. Towns along the border continue
making preparations as Title 42 is scheduled to end on May 23rd. (Photo by Brandon Bell/Getty Images)
Brandon Bell, Staff / Getty Images

WASHINGTON — Texas Republicans are going all in on the “invasion” rhetoric similar
to that espoused by gunmen in multiple mass shootings, including the man accused of
killing 10 people in a Buffalo grocery store on Saturday.
Citing a handful of instances in which alleged cartel members have fired weapons or
been seen with them on the border, a dozen Texans in Congress, led by U.S. Rep. Troy
Nehls of Richmond, signed a letter to President Joe Biden on Thursday saying the
president is “failing to uphold this Constitutional duty to secure our border from
invasion.”
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It points to the guarantee clause of the Constitution, which says the United States
“shall guarantee to every state in this union a republican form of government, and
shall protect each of them against invasion.”
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/12-Texans-in-Congress-join-Sen-Ted-Cruz-in-17185096.php

2/7

5/23/22, 12:34 PM

12 Texans in Congress join Sen. Ted Cruz in border ‘invasion’ claims after Buffalo shooting

Immigration experts say what is happening on the border is far from an invasion and
Republicans are scapegoating asylum-seeking migrants — mostly from Central
American nations — for political gain.
RELATED: Ted Cruz doubles down on ‘invasion’ rhetoric espoused by accused
Buffalo shooter

“That is very dangerous, because if you’re a nationalist and you’re a patriot and you’re
Skip to main content

told by officials your state is being invaded, it’s a rational thing, it’s a moralSubscribe
thing, toSign In
fight back and protect your country,” said Ernesto Castañeda, an assistant professor of
sociology at American University. “It’s giving rationale to people who may be
marginalized, who are looking for meaning in their life.”
The letter comes just days after the suspected Buffalo shooter wrote in a screed posted
online that the country is “experiencing an invasion on a level never seen before in
history” with “millions of people pouring across our borders.” The writings included
the word “invader” 10 times, according to Seamus Hughes, deputy director of George
Washington University’s Program on Extremism.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/12-Texans-in-Congress-join-Sen-Ted-Cruz-in-17185096.php

3/7

5/23/22, 12:34 PM

12 Texans in Congress join Sen. Ted Cruz in border ‘invasion’ claims after Buffalo shooting

It’s a worldview similar to that of the gunman accused of killing 23 people at an El
Paso Walmart in 2019. The shooter allegedly shared a hate-filled document claiming a
“Hispanic invasion of Texas.”
Experts say it is also part of a broader theory known as the great replacement, which
holds that minority ethnic groups are engaged in a plot to take power from whites.
Republican politicians and pundits have repeatedly pushed the notion that Democrats
want to increase migration because they believe immigrants are more likely to vote for
them.
Andrew Thompson, an assistant professor of political science at George Washington
University, said research has shown those sorts of claims can erode faith in the
democratic system, especially among Republican voters who believe the system is
rigged against them.
“They view their own party to be at a potential deficit in the future. They view
Democrats to be at a numerical advantage on an electoral level,” Thompson said. “The
tension here is short-term gain that might be allotted for, let’s say the midterms, with
the erosion of democracy. There’s a real tension between these two sorts of things.”
The GOP letter says that “heavily armed cartel members are becoming a common
sight” on the border. It points to three instances of cartel members allegedly firing
guns. In May, a U.S. Consulate closed for a day after it was shot at overnight. In
February, cartel members shot at Border Patrol agents from across the border. They
did the same at Texas National Guard soldiers in October, according to the letter.
Texas Take: Get political headlines from across the state sent directly to your inbox
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The letter was signed by U.S. Reps. Dan Crenshaw of Houston, Louie Gohmert of
Tyler, Randy Weber of Friendswood, Michael Burgess of Pilot Point, Chip Roy of
Austin, Brian Babin of Woodville, Lance Gooden of Terrell, Pat Fallon of Sherman,
Ronny Jackson of Amarillo, Pete Sessions of Waco and August Pfluger of San Angelo.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment on it
Thursday.

The letter does not specify what Biden should do to protect the border. Past
presidents, including Donald Trump, Barack Obama and George W. Bush, have
deployed National Guard troops to the border in times of increased migration.
It comes after U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz tweeted multiple times this week about an
“invasion” on the border, citing the 2 million times Customs and Border Protection
reported stopping migrants trying to cross the border in 2021.
In the majority of those cases, Border Patrol immediately expelled them from the U.S.
under a public health order meant to stop the spread of the coronavirus.
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